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7 5 Colony of M affachuſerts Bay, | 
With Relpea to their original CuarTER. 
oy and e e ä 
e ee Made ad u 
[ every Attempt againſt the Authority of the 
. > Brit Government, the Pegple of Maſſachu- 


leu Bay have taken the Lead. Every pow Mane. 
[very freſh Made of Reſiſtance againſt the. Laws, 
they. have firſt ſer the Example, and then iſſued 
- +> ee nn io 
ee 


e 
"the firſt Charter Governments, they have greatly 
- ,Yalued themſelves upon that Account, And in 


| ſir public Proceeding, as well Au their pi · 
| | vats 


% = 


IK | =4 : J 
vate Writings, have been conſtantly holding ou 


i to us their firſt Charter Rights, and wg of | 


Terms of their Colonization, | 
This makes it "neceſſary to examine what thoſe 
Chatter Rights are, and what is that Degree of 
Authority which belongs to them. And here the 
| firſt Conſideration, which obviouſly preſents itſelf, 
is this, that theſe Charters are Grants only from 
the Crown: And that no Grant of the Crown can 
ſuperſede the Authority of an Act of Parliament. 
At no Period of our Hiſtory therefore could it 
have been poſſible, that the ſingle Power of one 
Part of the Legiſlature, ſhould. be ſuperior to the 
Jaint e of the While. 5 | 


4. * 


But VERN may have been the Principles of 
'the Conſtitution, it muſt be confeſſed, that The” 
Power of the Crown, during the arbitrary Reign 
of the Stuarts, was extremely undefined and but 
I ittſe underſtood. And, tho' checked by the Civil 
Mars, was never clearly fixed till the Revolution. 
In the: two firſt of theſe Reigns Men were much 
more intent on getting Grants from the Crown, 
than on diſputing the Validity of them. In an 
Age therefore while the Subject was in the dark, 
and the Prerogatiye undefined, a juſt Allowance 
oughtto be made to the Ignorance: and Prejudices of 
A the Times. And ſome Indulgence would certainly 
== + due ro 14 of the Subjects, who were miſled 


5 * . 77 
„ ” G. 
4 , 


f 


by them, and had placed a greater Degree of Pe- | 


pendence on them than they deſerved. Should it 


therefore appear, that the Charters of King James 


and Charles the Firſt did really contain a Grant of 
all thoſe e 
and that e Royal Aſſurance of the full Enjoy- 
ment of theſe Privileges was the real Ground and 
Motive upon which the Country was firſt peopled, 
this: Conſideration ought doubtleſs to have its 
Weight. Although the Crown might not have a 
Right to grant ſuch excluſive Privileges, yet the 
Grants having once been made, and the Coloniſts 
having ſettled upon the Faith of them, they doubt - 
leſs thereby acquire a Sanction and an Authority. 


which nothing but the moſt urgent Neceſſity can 


juſtly alter. Though wrongly given, they are 


rightly eſtabliſhed, and it would be 456 more 


vrong 0 take them . 


What thoſe Rights are, which the People of, 
Boſton pretend to claim under their Charter, may: 


be ten in the two following Papers; the one of 


which was preparatory to the ſubſequent Reſolu- 
tions contained in the other. 


What thoſe Rights are, which are really. con- 
tained in their Charter, will appear from the fol- 
lowing ſhort Account of their firſt Settlement 1 
PDE, with their band and Practice 25 it. 


ve Rights, which are now aſſumed; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


[4 


be Reader will find the fame 1 in „Mare 
as Douglaſs 8, and Hutchinſo g Hiſtories.. Lhave 
only extracted it for his. Eaſe, from a Variety of 
other Matter, in which the preſent Qu ion is not 
concerned. - This laſt Hiſtory is by mucꝶ the beſt ; 
and Mr. Hutchinſon, being himſelf Lieutenant Go- 
yernor and Chief Juſtice of that Province, and of 
a Family that was among the firſt Settlers, is 
a che moſt ynexceptionaþle Aubade. 


Fam from the Borros run 1s 3 168. 
Aaſtrurs EDA and GI, 


Pleaſe t6 give the . Place A ow 5; 
xl es, at ltaft, ſome of your conflant Readers, 


l Reader! Attend! ]- 


uery 1. VV HETHER the Liberty ds W or 
Query gan Engliſhman, which diſtinguiſhes him 
from a Slave, does not neceſſarily imply — Sort of 
Right and Property of his own, which no Man has or 
can have a a to without his Conſent or actual 5 
nation of the N 4910018 en. 
Q. 2, Whether the free · born Subjects of his Bri 
Majefty, or of any other Monarch, have not a Right 
| Migration with. their moveable Eftate, from 4 of 
reign's Dominions, noe any other Dominion that chey 
ſhall chuſe? 
Q. 3. If a Number of Families ſhould migrate from 
his Britannic Majeſty's Dominions, and ſet down in ano- 
ther 8 8 whoſe Subjects are they nom? E. G. 
he firſt Settlers of Phmouth in Neu- England i migratec 
from Englarid, and ſat down in Holland, where they liv 
ten Years before their Remoye te New England: whoſe 
Subjects were they while they lived in Holland > Y Were 
Rey. the King of f England's Whoſe Laws were they 
2 governed 


1 | 
by in that Time? Were they the King of 
s Did the Brit Parliament lay a Tax upon, 


m while there, to raiſe a Revenue for his Breitanme. 
ae. in 2-5 5 | | * 
Maj Whether the aboriginal Natives of North- Ame- 
rica were not the proper Lords and Proprietors of theſe 


Lands, before the Engliſh arrived ? Whether the Eng/ifb 
could have any juſt Right to take Poſſeſſion without pur- 
chaſing the — of the Proprietors, or obtaining a 
Grant of them? Whether they purchaſed the Lands with 
their own Money, or with the Crown of England's? If 
with their own, (which I ſuppoſe was Fact) whether 
they had not a Right to ſet up an independent Govern- 
ment of their own? And if they had done it, whether 
Great-Britain could in Juſtice have claimed any more 
Right to their Poſſeſſions, and to impoſe Laws upon 
them without their Conſent, or to interrupt their tight · 
ful and peaceable Poſſeſſion and Government, than they 
had to the States of Holland ? Or than they could have 
had to them, if they had continued in Holand. to this 
very Day ? 
Therefore, * 3 | 
Q. 5. Whether the political Union, Connection, De- 
ence, and Subordination of the original u vered 
*olonies in North- America to the Britiſh Empire and Go- 
yernment (who have all along ſupported and defended 
themſe]ves at vaſt Expence) whereby they become pro- 
perly a Branch of the Britiſ Empire, and in which they 
glory as being Fellow · ſubjects with, and entitled to the 
me Rights, Liberties, and Immunities of Engliſhimen 
inhabiting of Great- Britain, are not intirely founded in 
the Coyenants and Compacts between Great - Britain and 
theſe Colonies, which are contained in their Charters ? 
Q. 6. Tf ſuch Meaſures are taken on the Part of 
Great-Britain, either by the Britiſh Parliament, or by the 
King's Miniflers and — entatives, ſupported by the 
Government at home, which ſap the very Vitals of our 
Charters, and tend directly and immediately to reduce 
the Coloniſts into a State of Slavery ; Whether the poli- 
— Union, Connection, c. Ac. of theſe Colonies to 
the Britiſh Empire and Government, are not hereby in- 
tirely diffolyed, andthe Coloniſts reduced to a Ne - 
ot | ature 


k 


— 


Creat-Brilain ? 


_ tontes,” That the 


in the Execution of their Commiſſions — The 1 
c 


* 


[6] 


Nature? And if fo, Whether any of the ifater;lin Goa 
vernors, conſidered as the King's Repreſentatives, and 


other  Crown-officers, Commiſſioners and Penſioners, 
reſiding in America, have any more Right or Authority, 


for the Time being, to officiate in the Coloanies than in 


the States of Holland, or than in any other independent 


Q. 7. As it is a Matter of the laſt Importance to the 
Safety and Proſperity both of Great. Britain and the Co- 
political Union, Connection, Depen- 

dence, and Subordination of the Colomes. to Great. Britain, 


de kept and maintained firm and inviolable; Whether 
ſuch, (whether they are the King's Miniſters at home, 


or his Repreſentatives in the Colonies) as ate forming 
ſuch Plans, and endeavouring to bring them into Exe- 
cution; which tend direAly and immediately to diſſolve 
the Union of Graat- Britain and the Colonies, and to bring 
the Coloniſii into a State of Slavery, ought not to be con- 
ſidered and treated, both by Great-Britain and the Colo- 
ili, as avowed Enemies to the Britiſb Empire? 0 

Q. 8. Whether, The late Acts of Parliament for 


raiſing a Revenue on the Coloniſts without their Conſent 


ne Suſpending the legiſlative Power of New York— 
The appointing new Officers and Penſioners to reſide in 
the American Colonies— The Attempts to procure. the 
Ling's Soldiers to guard and aſſiſt the new Commiſſioners 
the circular Letter of the r (whi 

was full of Decency and Loyalty) to be inflammatory, 
and tending to ſtit up upwarrantable Combinations 
againſt Goyernment The Requiſnion of a King's Mi- 
niſter to the late General Aſſembly of the Maſſachuſuts 
Bay, to reſcind a Re(olytion of a former Aſſembly, with 
an Order to the Governor, in Cale of Refuſal, to diſ- 
ſolve the General Court—The Governar's diſſolving the 
ſaid Court, and declaring that he could not iſſue Writg 
for another, till further „ 370% from Home—lI ſay, Whe- 
ther all theſe together do not neceſſarily imply an open 
Infraction, and vacating our Charters; or, at leaſt, a 
leaping over all thoſe Covenants and Compacts contained 
in them, which are the Baſis of our political Union ta 


— 


{74 | 
8. 3270 Governor Bernard cannot iſſus Writs for | 
another Aſſembly till further Orders, which can be true g 
only upon the e that our Charter is vacated; | 
or if it is fact, that our Charter is vacated, and we re- 4 
duced to a State of Nature; whether it is not expedient 
for the Inhabitants of every Town in this Province to | 
chuſe Repreſentatives for a General Aſſembly, with In- | 
ſtructions when met in a General Aſſembly, to enter 
into a Covenant, that they will not reneznce their Alle- 
3 to I the Third of Great-Britain, 
France, and Ireland, that they will maintain Order 
and Government, and that the Civil Laws of this Pro- 
'vince ſhall remain in full Force, and the Officers of 
Juſtice, and military Officers, ſhall ſtand in their Places, 
and execute their reſpective Offices, as occaſion ſhall 
Tequire, for the Time being; except the Crown- officers 
and Penſioners ; alſo that the-Courts of Civil Judicature 
ſhall continue for the Time being; alſo to preſent a 
Memorial of the true State of Things in the Province to 
his Britannic Maje/ly, expreſſing to Fim in a very decent 
and becoming Manner, that the Affections of this People 
to his Royal Perſon, Family, and Government, are fo 
great, that there is nothing on this Side 1 
dread more than a being broken off from his benign 
Government; and moſt earneſtly praying him to con- 
deſcend to renew the Charter-covenant and Compact 
with us, and to enlarge the Privileges of it to the Extent 
of the firſt original Charter of this Government, and to 
conſider and treat all thoſe as Enemies to his happy 
Reign, and the Proſperity of his Empire, who have been 
plotting the Slavery of three Millions of his moſt -du- 
tiful and loyal Subjects ?—Obj. If we do this, the King 
and Parliament will declare us Rebels! A. They cannot 
in Juſtice do it, for this Meaſure is in order to get our 
Union and Subordination to the Government of Great- 
Britain renewed and confirmed on a ſolid Baſis: Obj. | 
But what if they will do it, and ſend an Army to ſubdue "5M 
us? A. Subdue us, to what? To be loyal Subjects of | 


his Britannic Majefly ? That is what we have been, and 4 
are ſtil] deſirous to be, as any his Majeſty has in his vaſt | 
Empire; or is it to reduce us to Slavery? If an Army = 
. ſhould be ſent for this Purpoſe, we will tell chem, that | 


8 
ve are willing and defirous to be their Fellow fubject 
That we are Engliſhmen, and claim the Privileges of 
Engliſhmen, but will never ſubmit to be Slaves to our 
 Fellow-ſubjeQts ;_ and if this will not ſatisfy them, we 
will put our Lives in our Hands, and cry to the Judge 
of all the Earth who will do right, ſaying, * Behold— 
„ how they reward us, to come to caſt us out of th 
©. Poſſeſſion which thou haſt given us to inherit: O our 
God wilt not thou judge them ?—Lord, it is nothing 
„ with thee to help, whether with man for with them 
„ that have no Power; help us, O LOR our GOD; 
ce for we reſt on thee, and in thy Name we go againſt 
4 this Multitude : O LORD thou art our God, let no 
44 Man prevail againſt thee.”—— 22 
And as it muſt be owned that a dark Cloud hang 
over Great- Britain and the American Colonies, it is hereb 
\ humbly propoſed to all that wiſh well to the Britiſb Em- 
pite, and have a Value for Liberty and Property, to 
ſpend one Hour, from Eight to Nine o'Clock every Sa- 
turd Evening, in your Cloſets, to pray for the King 
and Queen of Great-Britain, that their Reign may be 
happy and proſperous, To pray for the King's Family, 
that it may always afford illuſtrious Defenders and Main- 
'tainers of true Englb Liberty and the Proteſtant Reli- 
F gion, —T bat the wicked may be taken away from be- 
d fore the King, that his Throne may be eſtabliſhed in 
66 Righteouſneſs ”—That the wang may be wiſe as 
an Angel of God to diſcern between his faithful Servants, 
and the Enemies of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and timely 
find out and drive away from the Britzh Miniſtry all the 
wicked Haman's, the crafty Abitophel's and Gallican Pen- 
fomers, ſagacious and truſty Huſbai s, the King's Friends, 
. and renowned Mordecai's, who are great among and 
_ accepted of the Multitude of their Brethren, ſeeking the 
Wealth of their People, and ſpeaking Peace to all. 
; t the Hearts of Britiſh Fathers may be turned to 
their American Children, and the Hearts of theſe Chil- 
dren to (heir Fathers, that we may not be ſmitten with 
a Cuiſe.— That the political Union of Great- Britain and 
_ the Colonies may be renewed and eſtabliſned on a firm 
'and laſting Foundation—That all Kinds of God-pro- 
. yoking Evils in Great-Britain and the Colonies may be 
j 8 SY remoyed, 5 


9 


removed, and that the true Religion of the all-gloriows 
kan Leber 


CuamIcus AMERICANUS. 


| — Tun. Monde, Sept. 19, 
| 17 I , . 


ay a Meeting of the Freeholders 2 other lnkebitins 

ol the Town of 1 * and war 

A 10 Publ Town an — at Fantul-Hall, 
on Monday the 12th of September, A. P. 1768. 


The Meeting was opened with Prayer b the Reverend 
x” 1 "De COOPER. a 


n OTH, Ela; was anenimouly 


ator, * 


bf Peticion of a conſiderable Number of the reſpec 
5 table Inhabitants to the SeleA-nien, dated the doch 
Inſtant, praying that the Town might be forthwith le- 
ally convened, to enquire of his Excellency the Goyer- 
Hot the Grounds and Reaſons of ſundry Declaration 
made by him, that three Regiments may be dail 
peed here, two of them to be quartered in this Ds. 
and one at Cal Willient ; as alfo ta conſidet of the moſt 
wiſe, conſtitutional, loyal, and falutary Meaſures to be 
4dopted on ſuch an Occaſion; was read hereupon the 


' following Vote was paſſed. 


| Aer it has bern reported is this Town 

bis Excellency the Governor has intimated bis Appr * 
that one or more Regiments of. bis Majefty 3 Troops are daily 
to be expetied here. 

VOTED, T hat the Honcurble Thomas Cuſhing, Eſq; 
Mr. Samuel Adains, Richard Dana, Eſq; John Rowe, Eſq; 
Joon Hancock, Eſq; Benjamin Kent, Eq; and Dr. 2e 

arren, be a Committee to wait upon his Excel 
if in Town, humbly requeſting that he would be pleaſed 
to communicate to the Town the Grounds and Aſſurances 
be may have thereof, 


C 92 Upon 


— > A — 


civil and religious, moſt humbly requeſt that 


(16). 


"Yan a Mee ſeconded, meth > 
vor. ED, That che following Petition be preſented to 


his Excellency the Governor, and a Committee was 
appointed for the Purpoſe, who were directed humbly to 


requeſt his Excellency to favour the Town with an im- 


mediate Anſwer. If 
To his Excellency Francis e Eſq; Governor nod 


Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Province of the 


N e I Open, 
Ay it phaſe your Eu 


T Inhabitants of the Town of Bo/lon legally a- 


ſembled, taking into Conſideration the critical — 


of the public Affairs, more eſpecially the preſent preca 


xious Situation of our invaluable Rights and bann Fe 
your — 
cellency would be pleaſed forthwith to iſſue Precepts far 
a General Aſſembly, to be convened with the utmoſt 
Speed, in order that ſuch Meaſures may be taken as in 
their Wiſdom they may think proper for the Preſervation 
a our ſaid Rights and Privileges. 


And your Petitioners as in Duty bound, Ee. 


Upon a Motion made and Somit, a Committee was 
appointed to take the State of our. public Affairs into 
Conſideration, and report at the Adjournment the Mea- 


\ſures they apprehend moſt falutary to be ben in the 
preſent mergenex. 0 


N 


 Adjourn'd till the next Day 10 o'Clock, A.M. 


| rob the 13th Tu 10 #Cleck, AM. mei 


| T HE Committee appointed Veſterda wa wait pap his 


Excellency with the Petition an ueſt of the 
you „ e from his Excellency the following An- 
titing. 


GENTL&- 


1 * 


1411 
"OufrLIEN, 3 buy 
HAY Apprehenfions that ſome of his Majeſy Traps art 
. to be rxpetted in Boſton, 7 f 755 22 of a 
private Nature: 1 have received 222 Letters, notifying 
te me the coming of fach Troops, requiring Quarters for 
: Whenever I do, 1 fball communicate them to bis Aa- 


ie, Council, TEN 
. Aſſembly for this Year, is 
now before the King 5 and 1 can do nothing in it, until Ire- 
' ceive bis Majeſty's Commands, 


FRA. BERNARD. 


| The Committee appointed to take the State of our 
* _ Affairs into Conſideration, reported the following 


Wy HEREAS it is the firſt Prineiple in. Civil Society 
founded in Nature and Reaſon, That no Law 2 
the Society can be binding on any Individual, without 
his Conſent, given by bimſelf in Perſon, or by his Re- 
preſentatiye, of his own free Election. 
- And whereas in and by an Act of the Britiſh Parliament 
ed in the firſt Year of the Reign of King William and 
ucen Mary, of glorious and blefled Memory, entitled, 
An AR declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Sub- 
ject, and ſettling the Succeſſion of the Crown; the Pre- 
- amble of which Act is in theſe Words, via. Whereas 
« the late King James the Second, by the Aſſiſtance of 
e divers evil —— hang Judges, and Miniſters em- 
« ployed by him, did endeavour to ſubvert and extirpate 
tc the Proteftant Religion, and the Laws and Liberties 
of this Kingdom ;” It is expreſsly among erker Thiogs 
declared, That the levying oney for the Uſe of the 
Crown, by Pretence of Prerogative, without Grant of 
Parliament, for a longer Time, or in other Manner thaa 
the ſame is granted, is illegal? | INT: . 
And wherees in the third Year of the Reign of the ſame 
King Villiam and Queen Mary, their Majefties were 
graciouſly; pleaſed, by their Royal Charter, to give and 
grant to the Inhabitants of this his Majeſty's Province, 
all the Territory n eee to be holden in oy 
4 


| 1 
and common Soccage: And alſo to ordain and grant to 
the ſaid Inhabitants certain Rights, Liberties, apd Pri- 
vileges therein expreſsly mentioned: Among which it is 
granted, eſtabliſhed, and ordained,” That all and'every | 
e Subjects of them, their Heirs and Succeſſors, whic 
ſhall go to inhabit within ſaid Province and T orgs | 
and every of their Children, which ſhall: happen to be 
born there, or on the Seas in going thither, or return- 
mg from thence, ſhall have and enjoy all Liberties and 
Immunities' of free and natural Subjects, within any of 
the Dominions of them, their Heirs and Succeſfors, to 
all Intents, Purpoſes, and Conſtructions whatever, as 
if they and every of them were thrn within the Realm 
ef England: 8 £703 
| whereas by the aforeſaid Ad of Parliament made 
in the firſt Year of the ſaid King Villa and Queen * 
Mary, All and ſingular the Premiſes contained therein 
ate claimed, demanded, and inſiſted on, as the ere 
ed Rights und Liberties er the Soiheen born within de 
ea m: h * * * 


And wöbercat the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of 
this Town, the Metropolis of the Province, in ſaid 
Charter mentioned, do hold all the Rights and Liberties 
therein contained, to be ſacred and inviotable ; At the 
ſame Time publicly and ſolemnly acknowledging their 
Arm and unſhaken Alle iance to their alone rightful So- 
vereign Kin GEORGE the Third, the lawful Succeſſor 

f the ſaid King William and Queen Mary to the Britifh 
hrone : Therefore, | | 


RESOLVED, That the ſaid Freeholders and other 
Inhabitants of the Town of Boſton, will at the utmoſt 
Peril of their Lives and Fortunes, take all legal and con- 
ee on defend and e. the hopes 
amily, Crown, and Dignity of our faid Sovereign Lore 
GE OR GE the Third and fl and fingular che N. 
Liberties, Privileges, and Immunities granted in the ſai 
Royal Charter ; as well thoſe which are declared to be 
belonging to us as Britiſb Subjects by Birtbright, as all 
others therein ſpecially mentioned. | - 
And whereas by the ſaid Royal Chatter it is ſpecially 
granted to the Great and General Court or Alſembly - 
Nerd conſtituted, to impoſe arid levy „ 


rr rr G wile 3. 


a_& a ara oo a Oat in ro oc ark wr. oo om a9 ea. 


My ay ys 


* 
* Ul 


( 23] 
and reaſonable Rates, and Taxes upon the 
Eſtates and Perſons of all and every the Proprietors and 
Inhabitants of the, faid Province or Territory, for the 
Service of the King, in the neceſſaty Defence and up- 
port of his Government of the Province, and the Pro- 
alen: re 42. ervation of his Subjects therein : 


20 23 the O of this Town, That the 
within this Province for the Ufe and 

levying . he rown, in other Manner than the ſame 
in granted by the Great and General Court or Aﬀembly 
of this Province, is in Violation of the ſaid Royal Char- 
and the fame is alſo in Violation of the undouhted 

thy Rights of Subjects, declared in the aforefaid Act 

9 Fabel, zeh to give and Bra nt their own Money 
for the Service of 54 Crown, with their own Confent, 
3 perſons or by Repreſentatives of their own fres 

n. 

An whereas in the aforeſaid Act of Partiament it is 
declared, That the rajfing or keeping a ftanding Army, 
within the Kingdom in Time of Peace, unleſs it be with 
the Conſent of Pigtiardent, is againſt Law: It is the 
Opinion of this Town, hat the faid Declaration is 
founded i in the indefeafible Right of the Subjects to de con « 
ſultad, and to give their free Conſent, in Perſon, or by Re- 
preſentatives of their own free Election, to the railing 
and keeping a ſtanding Army among them: And the In- 
habitants of this Town, deing free Subjects have the ſame 
Right, derived from Nature and confirmed by the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, as well as the ſaid Royal Charter; and 
therefore the or keeping a | Randing Army, without 
their Conſent, in Perſon or by R eſentatives of their 
own free Election, would be an Infrinzement of their 
Natural, Corfticutional and Charter Rights; and the 
em oying fuch Army for the enforcing of Laws made 

| e Conſent of the People, in Perſon, or by their 
Repreſentatives, would be a Grievance. 


The Roport being divers Times diftinly 
read, and confidered by the Town—The Queſtion was 
put, Whether the ſame ſhall be accepted and recorded ? and 
paſſed unanimouſly in the Affirmative. 


Upen 


the SeleAmen of the ſeveral Towns within this Province, 
informing them of the foregoing Vote, and to Propoſe 


tember inſtant, at Ten o' Clock Before-nvon. 


ul. 


Upon a Motion made and ſeconded, the following: 
„A. unanimouſly paſſed, viz. WH, 


WALES by an Act of Parliament of the firſt 

of King William and Queen Mary, it is declared z 
That for. the Redreſs of all Grievances, and for amend- 
ing, ſtrengthening, and preparing the Laws, Parliaments 
ought to be held frequently, and inaſmuch as it is the 
Opinion of this Town, tat the People labour under 

intolerable Grievances, which unleſs ſpeedily re- 
grell , threaten the total Deſtruction of our invaluable, 
natural, conſtitutional and Charter Rights. 

And furthermare, As his Excellency the Governor haz 
declared himſelf unable, at the Requeſt of this Town, 
to call a General Court, which is. the Aſſembly of the 

7 Hows of this Province, for the Redreſs of loch Griey- 


"FOTED, That this Fown will now make Choic>of 
© a ſuitable Number of Perſons: to act for them as a Com- 
mittee in Convention, with ſuch-as may be ſent to join 
them from the ſeveral Towns in this Province, in order 
that ſuch Meaſures may be conſulted and adviſed as his 
Majeſty's Service, and the Peace and-Safety of his Bub» 
| jos i in the Province may require, 


Whereupen, 
The Hon. James Oris, Eſq; 

Fon. THOMAS CUs HN, Eſq; 

Mr. SamveL Ap Alls, and 

Jonas Hancock, Eſq; 
were appointed a — for the ſaid Purpoſe the 
Town hereafter to take into Conſideration what Recom- 
penſe ſhall be made them for the Services they may per- 


form. 
Ork D, That the Selectmen bs directed to write to 


9 


that a Convention be held, if they ſhall think proper, at 
Faneuil- Hall, in this Town, on wy the 22d of Sep+ 


[15] 
pon a Motion made and ſeronded, the following 
Vote was palled by a very great Majority, uin. 

X7 HEREAS' by an Act of Parliament of the firſt 
of King William and Queen Mary, it is declared, 
That the Subjects being Proteſtants, may have Arms for 
their Defence: It is the Opinion of this Town, that the 
ſaid Declaration is founded in Nature, Reaſon, and ſound 
Policy, and is well adapted for the neceſſary Defence of 
the Community: © : 
fn forajmnch: An by a and wholſome Law of 
this Province, every liſted Soldier and other Houſholder 
(except Troopers, who, by Law are otherwiſe to be pto- 
vided) mall be always provided with a well fix d Firelock, 
Muſket, Accoutrements and Ammunition, as is in the 
faid Law particularly mentioned, to the Satisfaction of 
the Commiſſion Officers of the Company : And as. there 
is at this Time à prevailing Apprebenſion, in the Minds 
of many, of an approaching War with France : In order 
that the Inhabitants of this Town' may be prepared in 
Caſe of ſudden Danger: YOTED, That thoſe of the 
faid Inhabitahts, who may at preſent -be unprovided, be 
and hereby are requeſted duly to obſerve the ſaid Law at 
this Time. | . e ö 
The Hon, Thomas Cuſbing, Eſq; communicated to the 
Town a Letter lately received from a Committee of Mer- | 
chants in the City of New-York, acquainting bim with 
cheir Agreement relative to a Non-importation of Britifþ 


— — 
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' Goods-—Whereupon the Town by a Vote expreſſed their 
W therein. | 36 
, The Town taking into ſerious Conſideration the pre- "I 


ſent AſpeR of their public Affairs, and being of Opinion 
that it greatly behoves a People profeſſing Godlineſs, to 
addreſs the ſupreme Ruler of the World, on all impor- 
Fane * for that Wiſdom which js profitable to 

i rect: | 

VOTED unanimouſly, That the Selectmen be a Com- 
mittee to walt on the ſeveral Miniſters of the Goſpel 
within this Town, deſiring that the next Tueſday may be 
ſet apart as a Day of F aſting and Prayer, 
4 Ordered, That the Votes and Proceedings of the Town © 
in their -preſent Meeting, be publiſhed in the ſeveral 
News-Papers, 

| The 


0 
s 
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The Town voted theic Thanks to the Moderator for 
his good Services, and the Meeting was diſſolved. . .. 
Aust. William Cooper, Town-Cluk. 
275, following is a Copy of the Cireulay Letter, writim' 
F 1 Sezen of v4 eum, and diretted to the ra Fe 
ay * ſeveral Towns within this Province; agreeable io a 
Nuts at the Mating on the 13th lat. 


+ GenTLemen, ' Boſton, September 14, 1968, 
Y OU are already too well cee with the welan⸗ 
"©" choly and very alarming Circumſtances to which | 
this Province, as well as America in general, is now re- 
.duced, Taxes equally detrimental to the commercial ic 
tereſts of the Parent Country and her Colonies, are im- 
poſed upon the People, without their Conſent :— Taxes 
deſigned for the Support of the Civil Government in the 
\ Colonies, in ,a Manner clearly unconſtitutional, and 
contrary to that, in which, till of late, Government has 
been ſupported, by the free Gift of the People in the 
American Aſſemblies or Parliaments; as alſo for the 
Maintenance of à large ſtanding Army; not for the De- 
fence of the newly acquired Territories, but for the old 
Colonies, and in a Time of Peace. The decent, hum- 
ble, and truly loyal hy wary and Petitions from the 
Repreſentatives of this Proyince for the Redreſs of theſe 
heavy and very threatning Grievances, have hitherto 
been ineffectual, being aſſured, from authentic Intelligence, 
that they have not yet reached the Royal Ear: The only 
Effect of tranſmitting theſe Applications hitherto per- 
'ceivable, has been a Mandate rom one of his Majeſty's 
'Secretaries of State to the Governor of this Province, 
to diſſolve the General Aſſembly, merely becauſe the late 
Houſe of Repreſentatives refuſed to reſcind a Reſolution 
of a former Houſe, which implied nothing more than a 
Right in the American Subjects to unite in humble and 
dutiful Petitions to their gracious Sovereign, when they 
found themſelves aggrieved : This is a Right naturally 
inherent in every Man, and expreſsly recognized at the 
glorious Revolution as the Birth- right of an oe, 


— 
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. 
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127 
. This Difſalution you are ſenſible has taken place; the 

Governor has publicly and repeatedly declared that he 
-. cannot call another Aſſembly; and the Secretary of State ' 
for the American Department in one of his Letters com- 
municated to the late Houſe, has been pleaſed to ſay, 
that proper Care will be taken for the Support of the 
& Dignity of Government ;” the Meaning of which is 
too plain to be miſunderftood. «pride 

The Concern and Perplexity intd'which theſe Thin 
Have thrown'the People, have been greatly 8 | 
by a late Declaration of his Excellency Governor BR 
WARD, that one or more Regiments may ſoon be ex - 

in this Province, 4 

The Deſign of theſe Troops is in every one's Appre- 
henſion nothing ſhort of enforcing by military Power the 
Execution of Acts of Parliament, in the forming of 
which the Colonies have not, and cannot have any con- 
ſtitutional Influence. This is one of the greateſt Diſ- 
treſſes to which a free People can be reduced, | 

The Town which we have the Honour to ſerve, have 
taken theſe Things at their late Meeting into their moſt 
- ſerious Conſideration: And as there is in the Miods of 
many a prevailing Apprehenſion of an approaching War 
with France, they have paſſed the ſeveral Votes, which 
we tranſmit to you; deſiring that they may be immedi- 
ately laid before the Town, whoſe Prudentials are in - 
your Care, at a legal Meeting, for their candid and 
particular Attention. 

Deprived of the Councils of a General Aſſembly in 
this dark and difficult Seaſon, the loyal People. of this 
Province will, we are perſuaded, immediately perceive 
the Propriety and Utility of the propoſed Commitee of 
Convention: And the found and wholſome Advice that 
may be expected from a Number of Gentlemen choſen 
by themſelves, and in whom they may repoſe the greateſt 
Confidence, muſt tend to the real Service of our gra- 

cious Sovereign, and the Welfare of his Subjects in 
this Province; and may happily*prevent any ſudden 
and unconnected Meaſures, which in their preſent Anx- 
iety, and even Agony of Mind, they may be in Danger 
of falling into. | 
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"jt is of Importance t the .Copyention ſhould 
$ Re be, ſo early 2 12 r r Pp 
this Inſtant | aur has been p 


—and it is h that the. remote Ten 


by i 
Time, * As oon after as a may, be, return. 
their ref] ive C 


mittee | 
Not oubtin but that 2 concerned wit 
us and our Fel S for e of 2 


8 Rights, for the general Happin 
Country, and that you are diſpoſed with, — 180 to 


exert yourſelyes in every eee Way for ſo glo- 
| rious a Fame. | 
* Signed 5 the Rela, 
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AL g da- 
| cy of Maſſachuſetts Bay, Fe.) 


HE freſher and SS Tice ; 
Coaſt of North America, and ſome ſucceſsful 
- which had been made thither, in the 
Beginning of the laſt Century, led ua Number of 
Gentlemen and Merchants into an Opinion, that 
they might raiſe to themſelves great Eſtates by 
| ſending People from England to ſettle in that 
Country, and trade with the Natives of it. They 
applied to the Crown, and King James in one Pa- 
tent granted the whole North Americans Continent, 
from the Latitudes 34 to 48, to two Companies 
of ſuch Merchant Adventurers. The ſouthern 
Part to a Sett of Londoners, and the Northern to 
a Sett of Merchants living in the Weſt of England, 
chiefly at Plymouth, and therefore called the Ph- 
mouth Company. 


The two Companies, in order to make the pro- 


per Advantage of their Grants, engaged a Variety 
of People to go over. The firſt Attempts, eſpe- - 
cially thoſe to the Northward, were unſucceſsful; _ 
and the Adventurers fpent large Sums of Money 

/ in ſending out Settlers, who were ſoon — I 
and MER Hocke. 
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77 In the Year 1608 a Sett of religious People, 
who called themſel ves Brownifts, and who held it 
unlawful for them to join in Communion with any 
other Church, having been perſecuted in England, 
removed themſelves t6 Holland, for the peaceable 
Enjoyment of their own Mode of Church Worſhip 
and Government. In a very few Years they found 
that their Children, by entering into the Dutch Sea 
and Land Service, degenerated into the Manners 
of the Country, and would become Dutcbmen, 
and that their Church would wn ſoon be 
| drought to an 187 


To prevent this, which they thought 2 Matter | 
'of infinite Importance, they formed a Deſign of 
going to live by themſelves in America. For this 
Purpoſe in the Year 1617 they ſent over two 
Agents to treat with tlie London Patentees; offering 
to tranſport themſelves into their Part of that 
Country, and deſiring only, chat the Company 
would petition the King to grant them Liberty in 
their Religion under the great Seal. The King's 
Anſwer was, that he would. not diſturb. them as 
long as they lived peaceably; but that he would 
not tolerate them by his public Authority under 
his Seal. This diſcouraged them: The Agents 
returned to Leyden, and they laid aſide the Deſign 
for that Lear. But being more and more alarmed 
with the Danger of 1 in Holland, they at 
ge 
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length reſolved to adventure upon this verbal De. 

claration; and having ſent over their Agents a ſe- 

cond Time, after long Attendance they obtained 

2 Grant of Land under the Seal of the Landon 
Company, made but to Mr. Fobn Ncoò, a Gen- 

"Og eee 00 


ee eee ee N64, over 

a — and failed from. Seuthewpten in Ang 

1620; leaving the Patent in the Poſſeſſion of Mr. 
rr. 


In their Voyage to America they were driven to 
the Northward, and landed near Cape Cod; where, 
finding that they were got into the Limits of the 
- Plymouth Company, they called the Place they 
ſettled in Nero N in New England. 


Some n which had been heard among 
thoſe of an inferior Claſs, that when they ſhould 
- .get aſhore,” one Man would be as good as ano- - 
ther, convinced them during their. Paſſage, that 
Religion alone would not keep the Peace, without 
the Authority of Government : This led them to 
draw, up the following Inſtrument, which every 
Man an Ggned before he landed. 


FY « » the Name of Gap, Armen. —We whale 
Names are underwritten, the loyal Subjects of 
our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the 

071 * | * Grace 


have hereunto ſubſcribed our Names at Ca 
10 Cod the '11th of November, in the Year of the 


„ Reign of our Sovereign Lord King Jamer of 
„ Exgland, France, and Ireland, the dorch, and of 
. the-54th, Anno Dom. 1 G r 


Ser» Y * 
5 es wt 


14 


4 Gtact af God of Greet- 1 40 4% 


< land, King. Deſender of the Faith, fc. Having 


<<. undertaken forthe Glory of God and Advance- 
e mont of the Chriſtian Faith, and Honour of our 
Ling und Country, 4 Voyage i0 plant the rſt 
4 Colony in the northern Parts of Virginia do 


by theſe Preſents, ſolemnly and mutually in the 


<< Preſence of God and of ane-anathe}; covehant 


«-politic,. for our better ordering and Preſerva- 


« tion, and Furtherance of the Ends aforeſaid, - 
and by Virtue hereof to enact, conſtitute and 
.« frame fuch juſt and equal Laws and Ordi- 


* -nances, Acts, Conſtirutions, and Offices, from 
Time to Time, as ſhall be thought moſt meet 
and convenient for the general Good of the 


% Colonies, unto which we promiſe all due Sub- 


«jection and Obedience. In Witneſs whereof 


, hu forty 


Such was the. firſt of all the New England 5 Set- 


tlements; and fuch the Foundation u pon "which 


Was built the Colony of New e | 
$2 . No 


og TIE. 
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"Now one 21 ſuppoſe will here ind a Plea of Indo. 
pendence: or imagine that Sir Edivin Sandys , and 3 
Company of. London Merchants could ſell to theſe 
poor People a Diſmiſſion from the Engiib Govern- 
ment: Or that a Grant of their Land, which they 
5 afterwards, purchaſed from the  Phmouth Council, 
could render them leſs ſubject to the Authority of 
England, than they would have been without it, 
They themſelyes moſt certainly did not think it did. 
elſe they needed not to barg applied to We 
for Liberty of Seen 

18811 Un 

k This Caiony of New e 
rue Government till the Revolution, After which, 
dy King Wilkam's Charter, it was annexed to the 
Toongs of ende Bay, whoſe Orig I now 


* Many of the a Vt ges, EIS, after 

having ſpent large Sums d Money in ſending 2 

Seulers to no Purpole, were diſcouraged by their 

and inclined: to quit the Adventure. 

ut there were other Noblemen and Gentlemen, 

| who were ready to take it vp, and upon their Ap- 

plication- to the King, they obtained a new Grant 

of all the Country between the Latitudes 40 and 

- 48, by a Patent bearing Date the 3d of November 
1620; and made out to them under the Title of 

67 | The Goon eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the 

- 4 | | o County 


, 


Hou] 
40 County of Devon, for the planting, ruling, or- 
« defing, and governing of New England in Ame- 
' © gica, their Succeſſors and Aſſigns.” This was 
afterwards called 1. Grand hd Patent 


11 
14} Fr : * 1000 


© With theſe ſecond Patentees Mr. "White, a'Cler- 
gyman of Dorcbeſter, having projected a new Set- 
tlement as an Aſylum for ejected Miniſters, entered 
into Treaty. In conſequence of which this Ply- 
mouth Council by their Dee indented under their 
common Seal, gave, granted, bargained, and fold 
to Sir Henry Rofwell, and five other -Dorſetſhire 
Gentlemen, their Heirs and Aſſigns, and their 
Aſſbclates for ever, all that Part of New England 
therein defcribed, at the Bottom of a certain 195 


. there commonly called ee Buy. | -Þ 
This 7% from the Phmiouth Council to Is 
Henry Roſwell, &c. is manifeſtly copied from their 
own Patent, which been granted from the 
Crown. The Plymoiat ompany gfant, bargain, 
fell, infeoff, alien, and diſpoſe to Sit” "Henry Rof- 
well and his five Afﬀociates the Tract of Country 
there ' deſcribed, and all Juriſdictions, Rights, 
| Royalties, Liberties; Freedoms, Immunities, Pri- 
vileges, Franchiſes, Pre-eminences, and Commo- 
dities whitſoever, which they themſelves, the ſaid 
Council eſtabliſned at Plymouth, had « or (hens ex- 
| reiſe or enjoy within the ſaid Lands. | 


Does 
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Does the Reader imagine, That an Exemption 
from the Juriſdiction of Parliament was among 
the Privileges and Immunities thus fold ? or that a 
Company of Merchants living at Plymouth, grant- 
ing a Tract of Land to another Sett of Merchants 
reſiding in Dor/erſoire, could convey to them a 
Power of alienating their Allegiance; or of enabling 
any other Subjects to withdraw their Obedience 
from the Authority of the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons of the Realm ? 


Theſe Dorſelſbire Patentees, finding that the 
Charge of ſending out and maintaining ſuch a 
Nutnber of Settlers would be too great for them, 
applied to ſeveral Gentlemen of London to take a 
Part in the Adventure. Sir Richard Saltonſtall and 
ſeveral others agreed to enter into the Company, 
and engage with them. - But upon Condition, that 
their Names alſo ſhould be inſerted in the Patent 
as Original Proprietors, and that the King ſhould 
be petitioned to confirm the Agreement. This 
was accordingly done, and a new Draught of the 
former Patent, with the Names of theſe new Ad- 
venturers inſerted in it, having been drawn our, 
was confirmed by the King, and * the Seals 
on the 4th of March 1628. 
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The Patent * the en Council gave to 


" qbe-Parenecs —— 
none of the Powers of Government requiſite to 
. © the Eſtabliſhment of a joint Company. 


This Royal Patent or Charter, after confirm- 
ing this Sale to the ſix Dorſelſbire Men, and to 
twenty others their Aſſociates, created them a 
Corporation, appointed for them their firſt Go- 
vernors and Aſſiſtants, and impowered them an- 
nually to chooſe their Succeſſors _ the firſt 
APs in om Term. 


The . met a on the 13th of 
May 1628, and choſe a Governor, Deputy Go- 
vernor, and eighteen Aſſiſtants. And at the ſame 


Court agreed, that every one of the Company, 


who ſhould ſi bſcribe 50/7. ſhould have 200 Acres 


for their firſt Dividend, and proportionably for 
any greater Sum. A Liſt of the Names of the 


Subſcribers, and the Sums ſubſcribed, was tranſ- 
mitted to Mr. Eudicott, whom they had juſt be- 
fore ſent over as their Governor in the Plantation, 


Such was the firſt Royal Charter, and ſuch the 
original Company for the ſettling of the Maſſachu- 


ſetts Bay. A Company formed upon a Plan ex- 


Adly ſimilar to our preſent Eaſt-India Company; 


— 
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conſiſting of a Number of Gentlemen reſident here 


1271 
in England, who choſe their own Governor, De- 
puty Governor, and Aſſiſtants, out of their own 
Body reſident in England; and then ſent out a 
Perſon, under their Authority as Governor for 
them, to order and diſpoſe of the new Settlement. 
The firſt of theſe was Mr. Endicott, whom they 
diſpatched away as ſoon as the Charter was exe- 
cuted, to take Care of the Colony, and prevent 
the People, who had been ſent. before, from re- 


turning. home again, which they had heard that 
they were intending. 


The Writers in the Papers, who advance ſo 
many Things without Foundation, and the fac- 
tious Leaders who, to deceive the People in the 
Colonies, talk fo arrogantly about the original 
Terms of Colonization, would do well to aſk 
themſelves, whether they really thiok, thar Mr, 
Matthew Cradock and Mr. Thomas Goff, and 18 
other Gentlemen living in London, ſent out by Mr. 
Jobn Endicott to the Rev. Mr. Conant, and a Num- 
ber of poor Creatures in America, who were ſtary- 
ing, and wanting to come home again, a Right 
of Independence on the Parliament of England, 


Such was the Conſtitution of the Company 
during the firſt Period of their Charter. For 
three ſucceſſive Elections was the Company formed 
entirely of Perſons reſident here.—Soon after this 

the Severity of the Laudean Perſecution increaſing, 
E 2 a Num- 
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a Number of Gentlemen of Figure and Eftate, 
made a Propoſal to the Company to go themſelves 
over, and ſettle in the Country. But as they were 
not inferior in Rank and Fortune to the Governors 
and Aſſiſtants themſelves, they thought thar they 
had as good a Right to have the Government of 
the Company in their own Hands, as to leave it 


in thoſe of the Gentlemen in Exgland. 


They propoſed therefore to the Company at 
London to go over with their Families to America: 
but upon Condition that the Patent and Charter 
ſhould remove with them. The Company ap- 
pointed a Committee to conſider of this Propoſal, 
and to take the Opinion of Council, 'whethgr ſuch 
a Transfer of the Patent and Charter would be 
legal. The Council's Opinion, and the Report 
of the Committee, are not recorded. No one, I 
 ſuppole, now can doubt but that it was againſt 
it, but the Intereſt of the oT bf was greatly 
for it. Ly 


From the whole Tenor of their Prootedings; it 
is apparent, that the View of the Company was 
Profit; the View of the Settlers was Religion. 
The one wanted to make a good Return for the 
Money they had advanced; the other wanted Li- 
berty of Conſcience, and the quiet Enjoyment of 
their own Mode of Worſhip. The Company had 
oy at great Expence, and I pond that they had 


little 
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little Proſpect of making any Advantage of the 
Plantation in the Way they were in, Whatever 
Doubts might ariſe about the Legality, there could 
de none about the Expediency of engaging ſuch a 
Number of Gentlemen of Intereſt and Fortune in 
the Deſign, After ſettling with them therefore 
the Share of the Stock and Profits, which the 
Members of the Corporation, who remained in 
England, were to be intitled to for the next ſeven 
Years, they became leſs ſcrupulous about the Point 
of Law, and relying upon the Authority of Mr, 
White, a Lawyer, who was one of the rp 


e 


In order to carry this Menn into Bes. 
tion, a general Court was called the 20th of October 
1629, conſiſting of the Governors, the Aſſiſtants, 
and the Generality : At which, for the more eaſy 
trahsferring of the Charter, they choſe a new Go- 
vernor, Deputy Governor, and Court of Aſſiſt- 
ants, conſiſting of ſuch Members as offered them- 
ſelyes to go over with it. Theſe new elected Go- 
vernors and Aſſiſtants accordingly ſailed from 
Southampton the end of March 1630, and carl 
the Chyter with them to America. 


Such is the Hiſtory of the firſt Charter, which 
ever arrived in New England; and the only one 
under which the Colony of Maſſachuſetts acted, 
fll King William granted t chem another after the 


Revg- 


14 
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Revolution. A Charter, which, far from mtend» 
ing to eſtabliſh any new State independent of this, 
| originally meant nothing more than the forming 
a Number of Perſons here in London into a Cor - 
poration, for the carrying on of a particular Trade 
or Adventure under a joint Stock, A Charter, 
in the granting of which the Crown ſo little meant 
to authorize the Company to form a Body of Re+ 
preſentatives, who ſhould diſpute the Authority 
of Parliament, that it had not the leaſt Thought 
of giving them any Right of Repreſentation what · 
ſoever. A Charter, which they themſel ves ſo little 
conceived to contain any ſuch Power, that for 
ſome Years after their firſt Settlement in America, 
they never did choole any thing more than a Go- 
vernor, Deputy Governor, and Court of Aſſiſtants, 
Upon the laſt ¶ edusſday in May the whole Com- 
monalty annually met together, and all of them 
formed the general Court for the Election. But 
the Government was intirely in the Governors 
and the Aſſtants, * once they were FORD. 


In proceſs of Time the Body of the 8 
nalty grew jealous of this Oligarchy, and with 
the Increaſe of their Numbers became unwilliog 
to leave the whole Power of the Government in 
the Hands of theſe few. They reſolved therefore 
to add. {ome of their own Body to fit; with them. 

And as they had now ſpread themſelves over the 
; unn they e fell into Cuſtoms, which 


| they 


(31 ] 
they had been uſed to, tabs. to re- 
preſent them. Accordingly at the general Court 
held in May 1634, inſtead of the whole Commo- 
nalty or Freemen coming in a Body, to the great 
Surprize of the Governor and Aſſiſtants, there 
appeared twenty-four Deputies ſent by the ven 
Towns which were then ſettled. 


The Renſonableneſ of this Proceeding no one 
need difpute. It may doubtleſs be juſtified upon 
many Accounts ; almoſt indeed upon any Grounds, 
except only thoſe, on which their Deſcendents now 
chuſe to reſt it. The Remoteneſs and increaſing 
Number of the Inhabitants rendered it at firſt dan- 
gerous, and afterwards impoſſible for them all to 
meet together at Baſton. The Commonalty or Free- 
men therefore very naturally aſſumed to themſelves 
this Power of electing Deputies to repreſent them at 
the general Court, and to take care of their Inte- 
reſts. But they mult not ſurely plead their origi- 
nal Charter Rights as a Foundation for thoſe Pri- 
vileges they now claim to their Houſe of Repre« 
ſentatives, when that Charter, having been calcu- 
lated for a trading Company here in London, had 
not the moſt diſtant View to any ſuch Purpoſe. 
With a very ill Grace muſt theſe Men now up- 
braid us with their original Terms of Colonization ; 
or ſet up what they call their conſtitutional Rights 
againſt the Authority of Parliament, when their 
firſt Charter and their n Contizurion 1 in New 


England 


. 
Buben knew nothing of any Houſe of Repreſeny 
tatives at all. Not to add, , that, though a Com- 
pany of Subjects, formed under a, Charter in 8 
diſtant Country, may innocently enough diſtribute 
among themſelves the Powers given them by that 
Charter, in what Proportions they find moſt con- 
venient, for their own internal Government yet 
that new Diſtribution cannot add one Grain of 
Power againſt the Parent State more than they had 
before. Becauſe no Agreement between any two 
Parties, can prejudice the Rights of a third. And 
admitting that their chooſing of Repreſentatives 
might at firſt be innocent, yet if they made that 
Choice a Ground of any new Claims, it then be- 
came criminal: and might be a juk Forfeiture of 
the Charter ſo abuſed. 


But failing the Charter Right we are next re · 

ferred to the Right of Birth, and are told that it 
is the original, inherent, unalienable Right of 
Engliſhmen to chooſe their own Repreſentatives, and 
to be bound by no Laws, but ſuch as are made by 
- themſelvesor their Repreſentatives, elected by their 
own free Choice : And that the free Enjoyment of 
this Right belongs to an Engliſhman as ſuch, and 
was the Motive and Enccuragement, upon which 


their Forefathers originally engaged in all the Ha- 


zards of their firſt Settlement. 


Such are the Doctrines which theſe deluded Peo- 
RY are now taught, to ſerve the preſent Occaſion. 
: But 


| BY 970 x 
| as it happens vety unfortunately for the Nene 
of theſe new Pretenſions, that their Hiſtory afford 
us the moſt poſitive Proof, that this was f the 
Motive or Condition of their firſt Settlement: 
And the Conduct ôf their Forefatheis contains the 
cleareſt Demonſtration that their Opinion was, 
that this Right of Choice was not the unalienable 
Right of any Man, either as a Man, or an D- 
lihman: For one of the firſt Determinations of 
their general Court after their Settlement in Ame. 
rea wis this, That none mould be aCmi itted to 
the Freedom of the Company, or have a Vote at 
their Elections, but "ily loch ar were, Church 
Members, © | FW © 215 


. N. «a 26. 
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They who know the rigid Terms, 'which in 
thoſe Days were required: as Qualifications for 
Church | Memberſhip,” will caily ſee the Force and. 
Extent t of this Reſtricti 0h, "Theſe their pious An- 
ceſtors, whom their factjous Deſcendants now boaſt. q 
of, molt a afſuredly wete not Opinion that all 
Men wete poſſeſſed of this Freedom in Right of 
their Birth, who reſolyed that the greater Part of 
the Salers had i it not ʒ "and confined it chiefly, if 
not bolety to the Regenefate, Nor could theſe 
good Men hive had the ſeaſt Suſpicion, that they 
deprived one half of their Settlers of any natural- 
and unalienable Right, when they determined'that - 
thoſe of them only, who had given Proof to their 

| Miniſters and ruling Elders of their wg quali- 
| N fied 


% 
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fed for Ohurch Memberſhip, ſhould be admitted» 
to — n. to vote at their 
W 'y & 4d diy AO NOS 


A Tranladtion, in 10 "Ty 1646, them. how 
aan her ver aached ja his Fri 


ee bya Number of 1 Ihr 
bitants, Epiſcopalians and others, who, were ent 
eluded from their Freedom and Share: in che Go. 
veroment, to. petition the General Couft; ang, if 
they-were, refuſed, to apply tg Parliament W 
If of. themſelves and many. th uſands me 
* as they alledged, were excluded by this Law, 
from their civil and religious Rights, They ac- 
cordiggly preſented their Petition to the General 
Court; e % That civil Liberty and Free, 
4 Jom rajght be forthwith granted, to.all, truly 
6 Engliſh ; and that all Members of zhe Church 
of England or Scotland, not ſcandalous, might 


te be admitted to the Pine of. x Churches 
& of New England ; Or theſe civil a Lay 
«& ous Liberties were ; ref d, that they 


t freed. from the heavy 2 0 pl Wag 
« and the Impreſſes made on their Goods, and 
Children, and Servants, for the War.“ They 
who are now ſo clear in the Pocttine of 7 Re. 
Freſentatian, no-Taxation, may conclude, that this. 
Petition was granted: But ſo far were their Fore- 
faphers from thinking in this Manger, chat in their 


„ 


tioners were ſeverally fined in difierent Suma, and 


„ eee ee ee eee 
_— Hift. P. 145: 


5 Nether this Dass, nor axp thing ll 


could conyince them of the Truth of an 
| which their Deſcendants now pretend to be a ſelf- 


evident Propoſition : That no Man is bound to 


obey. Laws, or pay Taxes, without his own Con- 
| Tent, or that of his Repreſentatives, appointed by 

his on free Choice, Nay, To perfefly wel” ſa- 
 tisfied were their Anceſtors of the contrary, that 
they continued to make this the Rule of theit 
Conduct to the Diſſolution of their Government 


ja the Year 4684. The Law itſelf indeed, after 


the Reſtoratios, fave Appearances, was repeal- 
ed ; but it was till their Rule in Practice, and 


— up . er 98 2 


- The Abſungity of the «Opinion itſelf of any 
| A neee wad unhenable Right, and the 


general Coufuſion which it would lead to, is 4 
Matter with which 1 am hot now concerned. The 
preſent Subject is Hiſtory, and not Argument ; 


and my Intention is only to ſet before the Reader 


an Account of their 
ANN which 
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The Spirit of Perſecution and of. n 
increſing during the following Tears, great Num 
ders of Puritans, made uneaſy at Homes fled for 
Shelter to New: England. Many of theſe, fixed 
their Settlements in other Parts of the Country, 
which were not contained within the Limits of the 


Maſfachufetts Parent; +1144” 221,511 
Ot theſe Rraggling iP, outlying Plantations, 
ſome choſe to annex themſelves to. the . 4 


Government, and others choſe to ſer up a ſeparate 
Government. of their own. - But each of theſe, in 
to engage the Favour and Protection of their 
Parent Country, entered into the moſt ſolemn 
Engagements of Obedience to the king, * to 
the Laws of this Realm, er bad 


Tu of theſe da in "Uh South and 
North Part of a un. Me will oe a ep erm 
of all the reſt. : 


motyY 11 03 2924 

Theſe Townſhips ind mall Communities were 
afterwards joined to the, Maſſachuſetts : But the 
Nature of their Aſſociation, is the more worthy of 
our Attention, becauſe the whole Colony of Cm. 
nefticut, till the Year 1664, ſtood. dne en 
her ee N 7 e EE ko 92 10 b 


Thot who ſerled on the North Side of 
great Bay of Piſcatagua, aſſociated chemſe _ 
der the folding Engagement. © < 


* 9 2 ; 
— 
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7 Where ſundry Miſchiefs, ang . 
RG cies have befallen us, and more and grea rea 


«may, id regard of want of civil Goverho ns | 


« his gracious Majeſty having ſettled no Order 
66 for us to our Knowledge, we whoſe Names are 


« Under written, being [ababitants upon the River 9 


4 \Piſcatagia, have voluntarily aj to cotabine 
* ourſelves i into a Body politic, that we may the 
« more comfortably enjoy the Benefit of his Ma- 


weſty's Laws, and do hereby attually engage 


«" oorſęlves to ſubmit to his Royal Majeſty's Laws, 
= together with all ſuch Laws as ſhall be con- 
ee by A major Part of he Fremen of bur 


5e his Majeſty- And this we have mutually pro- 
* miſed and engaged to do, and ſo to continue 
« till his excellent Majeſty ſhall give othet Orders 
concerning us. In witneſs Whereof we have 
4 hereunto ſet our Hands Odber 22, in the 16th 
« Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord 
«Charles, by the Grace of God King of Great 
10 Britain, Fr. Fane, and Trelaud, Defender of the 
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% Society, in.caſe they be not repugnant to the 
a Laws of England, and adininiſtred i in Behalf of 


„ Subjects, to plane. themſelves in he Wes 
Parts of Americs; We bis loyal Subjects, Memy 
i bet of the Church of Exeter, ſituate and lying 
upon the River Piſcetagua, with other. Inhgbj- 
« rants there, conſidering with ourſelves the holy 
« Will of God and our own Necefiity, that, we 
| © ſhould. not live without wholſome Laws and 
« civil, Government amongſt us, of which we ate 


. altogether deſtitute, do in the Name of Chrif, 
| « and in the Sight of God, combice ourſelves bor 


« gether, to erect and ſet up among us ſuch Go- 


DDr 


« agreeable to the Will of God, proſeſſing our- 
| «+ ſelves ſubject to our Lord King Charles, ac- 
. cording to the Liberty of the Ee Colony of 
« the Maſſachuſetts, and binding ourſelves folemn- 


« ly, by the Grace and Help of Crit, and in 


_ « (his Nate and Fear, to fobmit ourſelves to. all 
« ſuch Chriſtian Laws-as are eſtabliſhed in the 


e Realm of England, to our beſt Knowledge, and 


ns Lag which ſhall upon good 
,** Grounds 


1 
% Grounds be made and enaRted. among us, c- 
 +.cording to God, that we. may lire quietly aud 
4 e 
2 163991UN 
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«Buck n ariginal Conſtirotiony 2 feb 
Settlements of theſe Men, who tre now diſturhiag 
the: Manes: of their:pious Anceſtors, and adjuring 
each other by the Memory of their Sufferings, to 
which their Forefathen took! theivi firſt Eſtabliſh - 
their Deſceadams would evet arrive at ſuch @ Piech 
of. impiety. ast call an chem ta be Witneſſes to 
their, ſeditiom: Toi · mratingt theit ſetting. up 
their. Trees of Liberty, and their open Pretenttum 
of. Independent on the . Brig; Government, 10 
which theſo thelt Forefathery had — 


plghted den eee vs > 

_ nibd<lmunan | as 1555 „ DN an 
| "The Fexraden pot 0 full Period. 0 — 

gration, In the twenty preceding: Lear 


21, 200 Perſons had fled from the Oppreſſions = 
the Hierarchy, brewoofrtmegntins — 
apening of the Parliament effccually removed this 
| Grievance 3 and the Recovery of religious Liber- - 
r Home, put an Ead t the Deſire of ſeeking: 
A. n Tear all their Accounts 


agree, 


mach Land as be could employ. Lene therefore 


' 


1 25 
agree, char ag may People have returned Fic! 1 


3 Now England hither; as have gope from hence to 


New Bugland. And the whole Increaſe of the 
Colony has ariſen, not from any Acceffion of 
People from hence but from the natural Courſe 


of Population) inn phntiful Country, and a lax 
Settlement, where every one eaſily obtained as 


properly: ends the Hiſtory: of their; Colonizarion,- 
and the Merit of eheir-forming a hem Settſement- 


g! ARE? Nn Kuno ed d ö oe 


bamever Privileges therefore ea now be 


emed lat original Charter Rights, of Motives of 
n s they now. call them, ought to bs pro- ; 
Aduced from Grants or-Charters privy to this Pe- 
Bod. For ſince that no new Settlements were 


made, and all the aſter Enlargement were only 
Continuations o the old. What cheſe Privileges 


| e 


rica, and a Right to be received as natural-born 


Subjets;/ when they morn hor | 


r e 1 Se 
ble ccf Ar oor! DA bem a c 


erbat f wisy got However be thought to Haw 
anything,” which may contribute to the Reader's 
Information,” it is proper to ſet before bim the 
following Reſolhtion'of: Council, *'" H u 


Nes A 11 20; its 12 1 2 if # 014 FI 
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Au at Whitehall, inner 19, en 
ES. Sill Cx scar, 


Lord Privy Seal, Mr. Thevers, © 
Earl of Dorſet, Mr. Vice Chamberlain, 
Lord Viſcount Falkland, Mr. Secretary Cooke, = 
Lord Biſhop of Londen, Mr. TER 
Lord Corpogron 8 | 
« Whereas . 
4 formed of great Diſtraction and much Diſorder 
* in the Plantations in the Parts of America called 
« New England, which, if they be true, and ſuf- 
4 fered to run on, would tend to the Diſhonour 
1 of the Kingdom, and utter Ruin of that Plan- 
d tation; for Prevention whereof; and for the or- 
4 derly ſettling Government, according to the ln - 
1 tention of thoſe Patents, which have been grant- 


5 | 


ed by his Majeſty, and from his late Royal 


Father King James; it hath pleaſed his Majeſty, 
that the Lords and others of his moſt honoured 
10 Privy Council, ſhould take the ſame into Con- 
* Gideration,, Their Lordfhips, in the firſt Place, 
iq thought fir to make a Cotnmittee of this Board, 
be, to take Examination of the Matters informed 
1 — having: called divers of the 

principal Adventurers in that Plantation, and 

heard thoſe that are Complainants againſt them, + 
« mw of the Things informed being denied, and 
WS . reſting 


_ « fair, and Hopes ſo great, that the Country 
|  . «. yould prove both beneficial” to this Kingdom, 


227 


, tents were granted; and accordingly, as by the 
4 Patents it is appointed, his Majeſty would not 


(41 


8 reſting to be proved by Parties, chat muſt be 

e called from that Place, which required a lang 
- « Expenceof Time; and their Lordlhips finding, 
* they were upon Diſpatch of Men, Victuals, and 


« Merchandize for that Place, all which would 
«6; be at a Stand, if the Adventurers ſhould have 
« Diſcouragement, or take Suſpicion that the 


4 State hete had no good Opinion of that Plan- 


« tation ; their Lordſhips not laying the Faults 
« or Fancies (if any be) of ſome particular Men 


* upon the general Government, or principal 


* Adventurers, which in due Time is further to 
5. be enquired into, have thought fit in the mean 
« Time to declare, that the Appearances were ſo 


t and profitable to the Particulars, as that the 
Adventurers had Cauſe to go on chearfully with 
« their Undertakings, and reſt aſſured, if Things 
« were carried, as was pretended, when the Pa- 


only maintain the Liberties and Privileges here - 


e tofore granted; but ſupply any thing farther . 
-*© that might tend to the good Go 


vernment, 

10 Proſperity, and Comfort of his * chene, 
4 ded that Place, Sc.“ 

WIr. TROMBALL, 


n. 
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This Refolution of Council has often been te- 
ferted to as another Royal Confirmation of their 
Claims. But whatever might have been thought 
about a Charter under the Great Seal, it could 
not even in thoſe Days have been imagined, that 
an Order of Council can be of Foree againſt an 
Act of Parliament. Should it ſtill be ſaid, that 
though not of equal Force with a Charter, yet it 
was # Proof of the King's good Will to them, 
and an Encouragement to go on with the Settle- 
ment. Doubtleſs it was fo; and it was a Caution 
to them alſo, that they ſhould ſtrictly adhere to 
their Charter, from which two Years after they 
nevertheleſs made a capital Departure, by the fend- 
ing Deputies inſtead of coming themſelves, to 


their General Court. The Conditionality thete- 


fore of this Declaration of Council, and the ſtrict 
Limitation of ir to their acting according to their 
Chatter, will not allow it, I fear, to add much 
to the Strength of their former Grants. And che 
| variable and untertain Conduct, which Charles che 
Firſt held towards them, leaves bur little Ground 

for che Colony to vatue theniſelves open any of 
bis Ropaf Encourageinitle: . 


This Order of Council refers ial + to a future 
Enquiry z and the next Lear produced another, 


vxprefling very different Sentiments, 


G 2 # Whereas 


bu 1 
33 *** 


2 frequent Tranſportation of great Numbers 
6. of his Majeſty's Subjects out of this Kingdom 1h 
% to, the Plantation of New. England, among 


44. whom divers Perſons, known: to be ill- affected, 


, diſcontented not only with civil, but ecclefi-. 
& aſtical Government here, are ohſerved to reſort 


t thither ; whereby ſuch. Confuſion and Diſtracꝶ 


_ « tion is already grown there, eſpecially in Point 
* of Religion, as beſide the Ruin of. the ſnuid 


Plantation, cannot but highly tend to the Scan- 


«+ del both of, Church and State bete; And 
<< whereas it was informed in particular, that there 
t are at this preſent divers Ships in the River of 
1 Thames ready to {et ſail. thither,. freighted- wich 
_ « Paſſeogers and Proviſions z it is thought fit and 


<<. ardered, that Stay ſhould be_ forthwith made 


af the ſaid. Ships, until further Order from this 


Board, And the ſeveral Maſters and Freighters 


4 of the ſame ſhould attend. the Board on Wed-. 
% nde next in the Afternoon, with a, Lit of 


the Paſſengers and Proviſions in each Sbip. 


; * And that Mr. Cradech, a chief, Adventurer in 
that Plantation, now preſent before the Board. 


* ſhould be required to cauſe the Letters Patent 
„ forthe a mee 9 , 
ee. 3 We) 
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Aud although, us their Hiſtorian Hubbard to: 
lates it, at a ſecond Hearing upon a Charge 
« brought againſt them before the Council, ie 
& pleaſed God.ſo t6 work with the Lords of the | 
Council, and afterwards with the King's Majeſty, 
« that the King ſaid, That he would have ſuch 
* ſeverely puniſhed as ſhould abuſe his Governor 
< ad the Plantation, and diſmiſſed them with a 
«favourable Order for their Encouragement ; 
« being aſſured from ſome of the Council, Se 5 
«* his Majeſty did not intend to impoſe the Cere- 
monies of the Church of "Zxgland-upon "them 3) 
« for that it was conſidered, that it was for the 
“Sake of Freedom from thoſe Things that Peo- _ 

ple -weiit over] thither :*? Tet theſe muſt have 
| been good Words of a very ſhort Continuance; 
for ſoon after he nnn, Opinios 
of them, - asel, oc T T7 


"The very on Vas her hes hat cle We 
Deputies, a Commiſion was iſſued to ſeveral of | 
the Nability and great Officers of State, for the 
| Regulation of the Colonies. And a Quo Warrants 
was brought by Sir John Banks the Attorney-Ge- 
neral againſt the. Governor, Deputy Governor, 


and Aſliſtants of the Corporation of Maſſachuſetts, 
and Judgment given, that the Liberties and Fran- 
thiſes ſhould be ſeized into the King's Hand. In 
conſequence of this, an Order was made out by the 


Clerk of the Council for the Surrendry of the 
2 = % 34 Fenn N 7 p 2 Charter 
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"The bumble Petition. of the Lbablaeres: the 


101 
Chamer: And they were commanded. to and it 
back to Eng/andby the next Ship: But the Judg- 
ment not having been entered, this occaſioned 2 


Delay: And ſoon after the Riſings in Scotlond, 
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5 The Petition mhick they * upon that 
Occaſion ſpeaks a Language very different from 
Dae, 01043 L191; 15 * 
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. Maſſachuſetts in New Englang, of the General 


*Coourt there aſſembled the 6th Day of Sepiember, 


os 14th Year of the Raps een 
e 5 
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ereas kak Fame ty 
2 55 15 A lg, to require our 
4 Patent to be bot unto you, we do hereby hum- 


8 #* bly, and ſincerely profeſs, chat we. are ready tq 


« yield all dye Obedience to our Sovereign. Lord 
« the King's Majeſty,” and to your Lordlhips un- 


3 and in this Mind we left our native 


* Country, 


171 
* 3 thereunto- hath been 
„ our Practioe ever ſince; ſo as; we are much 
0 grieved, chat your Lordſhips ſhould call in our 
Patent; there being no Cauſe known to us, nor 
any Delinqueney or Fault of ours exprefied ih 
* the Order ſent to us for that Purpoſe, our G- 
4. vernment being according to Nis Majeſty Grant, 
nnen 


er E 


bs is that which his Majeſty's jets heth 
« dobelleve and profeſs, and thereupon we are alt 
* humbie Suitors to your Lordſhips, that you 
t be pleaſed to take into further Conſiderã- 
tion our Condition, and to afford us the Liberty 
2 ef Subjects, that we may know what is laid to 
our Charge ; and have Leave and Time to an- 
fer for ourſelves, before we be condemned as 
« 2 People unworthy of his Majeſty's Favour or | 
Protection ; as for the Que Farranto mention- 
ed in the ſame Order, we do aſſure your Lord- 
««.'ſhipy we were never called to anſwer to it, and 
* f we had, we doubt not but we hure 1 fulfl- 
CRE Bae * 


= JovimiFwakions 10 pods ordfhipe,: that | 
* ee into theſe remote Parts with his Ma- 
_ «jelly Licence and Encouragement, under his 


* great Seal-of England, and in the Confidence 
eee we have tranſported 


K 


\\ 


ger © £6 1 0 1 
1 Eſtaes, and; here we have 
doit and planted, to the great Enlargement 


5 2 * and ſecuring of his Majeſty's Dominions in theſe 


. Parts, ſo as if our Patent ſhould. no be taken 
$4 from us, ve ſhall be looked, on as Renegadoes 
und outlawed; and ſhall be. enforced, either to 
© _ 4. remove to ſome other Place; or to return into 
ur native Country again ) either of which will 
i put us to inſupportable Extremities; and theſe 
7 Evils (among others) will neceſſarily follow : 
61.) Many: thouſand: Souls will be expoſed to 
Ruin, being laid open to the Injuries of all 
„ Men. (2. If we be forced to deſert this Place, 
Th . the reſt; of the Plantations (being too weak to 
* ſubſiſt alone) will, for the moſt. Part, diſſolve 
and go with us, and then will this whole Coun- 
— try fall into the Hands of the French or Dutch, 
% who would ſpeedily embrace ſuch an Opportu- 

* nity. (3.) If we ſhould. loſe. all our Labour 


4 « and Coſts, and be deprived, of thoſe Liberties, 


_ -- +: Laſtly, if our Patent be taken from us, (where- 


. «+ which his Majeſty hath granted us, and nothing 
' «+ laid to our Charge, nor any Failing to be found 
« in usin Point of Allegiance(which all our Coun- 
&« trymen do take Notice of, and will juſtify our 
* Faithfulneſs in this Behalf) it will diſcourage 

all Men, hereafter from the like Undertakings, 
*« upon Confidence of his Majeſtys Royal Grant. 


«by: we ſuppoſe; we may elaim Intereſt. id his 
| oe =" 
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36" caſt them off, and that, hereby, they are freed 
* from their Allegiance and Subjection, and, 
| {© thereupon, will be ready to confederate them- 
NED a new Government, for their ne- 
ceſſary Safety and Subſiſtence, which will be 
« of dangerous Example to other Plantations, 
OY and perilous to durſelves of incurring his Ma- 
= *« Jeſty's Diſpleaſure, which ve would "by all 
Means avoid. =” 


+ Upon et Contidtendons.v we are bold to 
J ² mages oor 
« ſhips, that we may be fuffeted to Re here n 
< this Wilderneſs; and that this poor Plantation, 
* hich hath found more Favour from God than 
zee many others, may not find leſs Favour Yom 
« your Lordthips; that our Libettics' ſhould Be 
** feſtrained, when. ofhers are enlarged; that he 
Door fould be kept Mut unto us, While it 
1 ſtands open to all other Plantations ; that Men 
« of Ability ſhould be debarred from us, while 


| 5 [they have Encouragement to other Colonies: 


ba We dare not queſtion your Lordſhips Pro- 
— N — 
% here the Remedy is to be expected : If in any 
ching we have offended his Majeſty and your 
* Lordſhips, we humbly proſtrate ourſelves at 
de Footſtoob of ſupreme Authority 3 let us be 
made 9— 0 VEINS 2 
en. H 


. 

> and not cutoff, in our firſt Appeal, from all 

Hope of Favour. Thus, with our carmeft 

— the King of Kings for Jong Life and 

2 Froſperity to his Saored Majeſty and his Royal 

<< Family, and for all Honour and — 
. Win n ne deen 


Fr be it from me. " juſtify. choſe Severities | 
n ende dam, or the Quo Warrames iſſued 
againſt their Charter by both the Charles's ;, but it 
* - is impoſſible to avoid remarking the Preſumption 
of heir Writers, uo bonſt of Favours: received 
 * mder the Saat, — Qgpatiins: 4 © 
To + ge a 
Tho Parliament in the Lear 1642 oak thejr 
Pam, and paſſed an Order in their Favour. But 
Ah Style af it ſhews, that how well ſoever they 
might be affected towards thetñ, the Houſe gf 
omwons well ee * — 
8 ee an ye of e ker 
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| Wees the Plantations in New England 

e hae, by the Blefling''of the Almighty, had 
good and proſperous Succeſs, without any pub- 
* hie Charge to this State, and are now likely to 
& prone very happy far the Propagetion of the 
d Gaſpel in thoſe Fartz, and very beneficial and 

e commedious:'x0'. this Kingdom and Nation. 
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« ders tp proceed 45  R. 
« that all © re ot One 


_ ſon or Perſgns whatſoever, Merchants . 
= hall a e of this Kingdom of EN a 

1 a into New England to be n : 
8 yed kt 4 or N of the 1 8 | 


Nec Nye 
i: 15 LA ple ang the Owner, or Owners 
e« thereof, walt be free 7 as of 


5 ng, qod veg. 

Ya Hs, LATION, 

52 inward or qutward, cider 1 0 wy 

or New England, of in any Part, Haven, 

or other lace whatſoever; y 5 
en 


2 5 o Commons fall take furgher Order. 
« #- the contrary. And all and + ay Cuſtomers, 
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4 | this a: ' 
SLA 6. under the 19 75 a 
* 202 . ee e | 


| rit or Warrant wh 4 do ma ake 
2 hole ad ende, 7 up. Wm ap 
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% ſaid Goods and 
« Servants, and Agents, according to the Tenor 

| ®' and rrve Meaning of chis. Order.“ Aer 

2 WP 9 5 e B. Com,” 
"the ne ink ms 8 Mee ch 

| Notion of the Nature : id Uſe "of r 

5 Cromwell.” Id their Infancy they had ſcarcely been 


whereſocver they pleaſed. But he paſſed an Ordi- 
nance of Parliament, prohibiting the ' Plantations 

from receiving or exportin any. European Com- 

| modities, except in pour Fr Ships, navigated 


with any Nation or Colony not ſubject to Eigland ; 


carry on Trade in the Plantations. * Abd this 
Idea 58 afterwards improved and enlarged In the 
e 
ce pt eee e 2 Ce ih re- 
ceived Notice of, Complaints, with an Orgler for 


her to them. The general Coart being called, 
"appointed. two Agents, and fent them with an 
Addreſs of Congratulation on his Majelty's: Ac- 
e 8 This Addreſs, as Mr. "Neal relates ir, af- 


pore 58 Maj 


75 ProteQion of them in the free 
3 © Exer- 


di 25 . e T1 


Merchandize, their 7 | 


an Objett of Legillation. And tilt his Time 
they had been ſired u rrads as they eg, and 


by Engliſhmen ; and forbidding all Correſpondence 
and allow ing no Alien to ſet up 4 Fadtory, or to | 


e | 


i 4 s of their Loyaly, goes. on to im- 


531, 
* Majeſty (fa (fay they, i in a Stile very different from 


„their wodern Compoſitions) for your gracious | 


'*" Protiftion of tis in the Continuance both of our 
civil and religious Liberties, accordiog to the 
« Gtantees known End, of ſuing for the Patens 
4 conferred upon | this 3 by 3 your Royal 


*& Father. Our Liberty to walk in the Way. of | 


© rhe Goſpel, 'with all good Conſcience, accord- 


* Ing to the Order of the Goſpel, was the Cauſe | 


'« of our tranſpor ing ourſelves with our Wives, 


er tle ones, and our Lubſtance, from thae - 


e pleaſant Land, oer the Atlantic Ocean i into the 
'« vaſt Wildetneks chooling rather the pure Serig- 
„ tue Worlhip with a 


E which we could not do without. an evil Don- 
. ſciehce. —We are voc ſeditious, as to the Intereſt 


a Caſar, nor ſchiſmatical, 'as to Matters of 


eh: Wee diſtinguiſh between Churches 


e and their Impurities We could not live with- | 


«out the public Worthip of God, nor be per- 
itte the 'public Worſhip, without ſack, a 
i Yoke” of Sibleription and Conformity, as we 


could not conſent unto without Sin. That we | 


« might therefore enjoy Divine Worſhip without 
e human Mixtures, without Offence to God. 
| 3 Man, and our own Conſciences, We with Leave, 
de 


* * 
92 ws - 
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 Frerciſe of their Re gion. We Satin WER 


good Conſcience in this 
'« remote Wilderneſs, than the Plealures of Eng- | 

* Jand, with Submiſſion to the Impoſitions of the 

then ſo diſpoſed, and ſo far prevailingHierarchy, 


— 
— ————— — 


I Findred, and Faiben Houſez into this Paras. 


d 9 3 | | PA Vol, wins 5 
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ter accepting the 
5 Ki 8 9 een Preferve, - 
2 ery ca by e 1 here · 


; bong e 
in and by e e 
. eee. the fan Chr t 


5 Not 6 _ of England, a A +1 N hey. 
0 e . 14 ood 2 10 mid 8 . "al 7” 
dhe is the Leer, which Hey fo often bga 
35 a Royal eee of e 
Tack fedaubech! is. Bur they lay nothing of thegther 
Partrof the Letter, requiring among many. 
"Things a Reviſion of alf their. Laws, and a Kepe 
of every Thing derogatory to che King's uthg- 
ity z. the Allowance of the Ule of the Common 
- "Prayer as e eee 
N bo yaſe at their , 


Some of theſe wyel Requiſiions 8 
1 others they never complied with, and thereby 
. the Benefit of 6 and 

i ings 


be La "xo 5544-8 
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r as ones ek” a. Cotes A oat 


. A. 


f enquire into the State of the Colony : « and to heat 
| «+ and determine all Complaints and Appeals in all 


tary, criminal 
_ 6 accosdingo that good and ſound Diſcretion, and 


e 


inſtituted agalnſt them, till at length they ended 


bh. 


| bd erg ich dying 
| thewhole Courſeof this R.. 


. Jn. conſequence of this Diſobedience, > 
in the Year 1664 iflued a ſpecial Commiſſion under 


tte great Seal, impowering Colonel Nichals and 


three other Perſons there named to go over; and 


«« Cauſes and Matters, mili 


and. civil, 
de ſuch nens ne n rd 


Un the Ramen * Repaie of det Com: i 
miſſioners, a Variety of Suits and Complaints were 


in the Condemnation of their Charter, and the total 


| nM Unnje Gaverqmantia the Year offlg- 


© King Chorkes.the Second lived to finiſh the Diſ- 


ſolution of the Government under the old Charter, 
and King James ſucceeded to the Exerciſe of his 
Deſpotiſm over the Province to bis full Extent, 


Sir Edmund Andros was ſent to be their Governor: ; 
who ſuffered them to elect no Aſſembly or Coun- - 
dil, and to have no other Government than hat 
conſiſted with his arbitrary Will. He himſelf - 


made Laws, raiſed Troops, levied Tarez, and 


direted all Things, with the Aſſiſtance only of « 


Cann eons Como, wine pn F 
W 4% v2: vw | i Inſtru - : 
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a, ene 


ee. 0 180 A ee 


-T6 firisfy boch thats, ating hs” Phorlice 


wo a State of abſolute Subjeckion, the People 
ere told, that their Charter being diſſolved, their 


Tittes to their Lands were forfeited with it, or in 
the brutal Phraſe of the Time, That the Calf died 


io the Cow's Belly. © Under this Pretente all Per- 


ſons were called updn to tale out he Parents for 
their Lands, ſubject to fuch Fines as ſhould be 
impoſed ; and Writs of Intruſion were brought 
againſt thoſe who! TE to | Gſpoſſcl _ of 


their Estates. 


N Yr 2 2. q 1 u: 


6 


they were derived from a Grantor, which, now 


the Charter was gone, had no Title: The Caſe of 
Towns was yet worſe; for they were declared 0 


be not capable of Aging, Km _ Eſtates. 


+ i 1 
nik, 5. N any A 


The Town of Hyeich remonſtrated againſt the 


paying Taxes, levied by the Governor's ſole Autbo- 


ntty without the Conſent of an Aſſembly, or of Par- 


nament. 


And the Selectmen voted, „That inaſ- 


much as it is agaioft the Privileges of Ex H 
Co Subjects to have Money raiſed, without their 
be own Conſent” in an. Aſſembly, or Parliament; 


+ therefore they will petition the King for Li- 


TS) 

*. Rites,” For this two of them were knptilated, / 
and the reſt, were n 30, ee a 
e | 


e in 
$ which wancheir Cole d which thembate may 
he ſuppoſed. to have known their, Conſtitution, 
mem the abject State of Deſpondency, to which 
| they were. reduced. The more to move Compaſ- 
ſion, they ſet their two oldeſt Inhabitants at their 


mee 
e e King's Moc Excellent Majcty, 


The Petition and Addreſs of Joby Ciba, 
about 87, and George Willow, aged 86. Years, 
us alſo on Behalf of their Neighbours, the In- 

habitants e, e * N ate 
3 wiſe e 


8 Majeſty's good Setishe with 

much hard Labour and great Diſburſements, 
| * have ſubdued a Wilderneſs, built our Houſes, * 

and planted Orchards z being encouraged by 

our indubitable Right co the Soll, by the Royal 
Charter granted under the firſt Planters, ioge- 
1 ther with our firſt Purchaſe of the Natives; as 

alſo by ſundry Letters and Declarations ſent to 

aun the late Governor and Company from bis late 


3E 


3 12 3 

tha fall ojoyiece bf oer Fapetlef and hel. 
as 5g =o as is more- eſpecially contained in the 
Declaration ſent, when the Quo Warranta was 
* jfſued out againſt our Charter. But we are ne- 
0 ceiſitated to make this our Moan and Com- 
© plains to your Excellent Majeſty z''for that our 
Kee: % Title is now queſtioned to our Lande, by us 
" «quietly poſſeſſed for near fixty Years, and with- 
. « gut which we cannot ſubſiſt. Our humble Ad- | 
Bhs mas to our Governor, Sir Edmand Andros, 
-+ ſhewing our juſt Title, long and peaceable Poſ- 
„ ſeſſion, together with our Claim of the Benefit 
3 of your Majeſty's Letters and Declarations, aſ- 
EI n ſuring all your good Subjects that they ſhall not 
be moleſted gu. e ee 
* nor bange = 


— 1 Royal Lir, N poke Propla ee 
do Way to procure Maney to defend our Cauſe 
, jn the Law, nor know we of Friends at Court; 
* and therefore unto your Royal Majeſty, as the 
public Father of all your Subjects, do we make 

"© 0 this our Humble Addreſs for Relief, hefeeching 
* your Majeſty graciouſly to pak your Royal AG 
for the Confirmation of your Majeſty's Subjects 
here in our Poſſoſſſons, to Us derived from 

* ovr late Governor dad Company of this your 

* Majeſty's Colony. We now humbly caſt our- 

A ſelves and the diſtrefſed Condition of aur Wives 


"'Y n n 9 
* cl 


| 13905 | | 
Gy clude with that mad a N Aale. 7. we | 


eib, we periſh.” * 
* 1 W 4 


ot 


Such was the abi Rule of Jana I. and 
this is the Reign, to which the Faction of t 
have compared his Majeſty's. Wich this 
Difference, hat whereas their Anceſtors * 
themſelves at the Feet 6f King James, they 4 
torouſly exhort their People to Arms h A | 


of Ferie n Ly 5 his e 1 


5 - 
"> K. 9 . 3 2% 4 5 Jl 2 


UPON a Review of this Hiſtory, which is 
all extracted from Neal and Hutchinſon, | the Reader 
will be at a Loſs to think. what can be the Fqun- P 
dation. of thoſe extenſiye Claims, which thels 
Men have of late been making: Nor will he e- 
fily conceive from what Part of their Conſtitution 
they derive the leaſt Pretence of Exemption from - 
the a of Parliament. And yer if there 


che Revolution. ban 
a Stuart ot a Tudor, Grants of this Sort might poſ- 
_ fibly have paſſed: But from that happy Era of 
dur Liberties, the Power of the Crown has been 
' too clearly aſcertained, and the Authority of Par- 
lament too firaily eſtabliſhed, to admit of any 8 


n 7 1 


1: 2 1 


ge 4 : : 
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in of th 
Charter of King William ; becauſe, though that 


Fi is the only. Charter which, the Province of Maſſa- 


| chuſetts naw has, and, is by far, the ck. adyan- 
 fugrous;Charter for the People. there, which. they 
ever had; yet they themſelves mult know, that 
thay Hh he 90 FoungaFion for their. Claim, 


King! Hlliem could not grant foch a Charter of 
Independence, King William never would have 
—_— r e n 8 


"This great Reftorer of the Liberties of Parka 
ment 100. well knew his own Power to watratit 
the the Jul 0 ae this Kind, Could a par- 

aſſume to himſelf a Power ſupe- 
rior to Fay Ch, which made him ? Could King 
7 who derived the Authority, which he pol- 
 felfed over all the Engi. Dominions, only from 
- Parliament, derive from thence a Power of making 
* — of any Fart of thoſe Dominions in- 


„ 


' ” * , 
, 8 7 
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(3:5, of any obe Patt of the Bj e 
an Exemption from the A nes of Faul. 
ment, it may by the ſame 
any other Part, and Wee ! tidy — an 
phe Party from out of its  Juriſdidtion: 


- d ; 
| 9 8 

2121 f i F . yer 
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3 of Tyranny and - Diſpotifm;, 
Ci King Willion ever have thought, of uch a 
Thing, which be moſt certainly did not; ye 
what Chancellor could have been found hardy 
enough to have ſet the Seal to ſuch a Charter. 
That Miniſter's Head would fit very looſely upon 

his Shoulders, who. at any Time fince the Revo- 
lution ſhquld adviſe the Crown to an Attempt to 
| gender a ſingle Subjeft independent of Parliament; 

and much more who ſhould dare to draw a Char- 
ter, which in; ee 
_ © hs Juriſdiction, a"y 


| The gat and principal Ground of King vues 
' Forfeiture and Expulſion, was: his Attempting tq 
ſuſpend the Laws of Parliament, with reſpect to 
d Papiſts, who were, a, ſmalf Part only of his 
Subjects z. is it poſſible then to ſuppoſe, that Sir 
Jabn Semers,. Six, dig, George, Trely,, and the grea | 
| E 
lution, could have preſumed to draw up aud 

a Patent under the great Seal, which ſhoulc 

merely ſuſpend for a Time, butablolutely Aboliſh 
for ever, the Power of Acts of Parliament bod 
gre Po RE Ke” B 


42 


II we look into the Hiſtory of the Pattie | 
this Charter, every Part of it ſhews, that no- 
; eee from the Thoughts of the 


FP th. 4 1 24 _ — «4 * ; 
- „ - 
. . 
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1 61 * 
Weng esd Cos, than' the granting of any ſuch 
Frempöon. And the Accbunt of theſe Tram- 
doc will fofly'iſhiftrate-every Thing which has = 
been mig, Weid er the former Charter ænd of this: 


551165” = 14944} of” 413 157 $084" 09. #560715 


| nth Acct of King Wn, the People 
| if Bete ſized upon their Govettibr,' and called a 
 Ebnvention. 'This'Afſembly added two mote A- 
Sete to che two, which were before in England, and 
ent them bver witk Inſtructions a to ſollcit the 
1 Cbatrmürioh ef their aptient Charter, andl all 
« its Rights and Privileges; and, if there ſhould 
& be Opportunity, to endeayour the obtaining | 
"ITY 7 Web farther Privileges, © 1 might be of Benefit 
| K n he". W fl” be: Das 2 0 1 
* f 5 10 Wa 0 3 2.85 
erde YR Commons hai refed, that the 
Kung of the Charters" of the Corporations atid 
| Cotonies in King Oer ys Time was Illegal: And 
n fad been Givught in for the Renewal of 
| . though' it did'oor pals; | The Agents there- 
ot Röped, that chey-might be allowed to rea» 
ſurne their Charter. The Colony ef ConneMFicur, 
Raving never ſtood à Trial, but only paſſively 
ſubmitted, in the Year 1684; and having had ho 
W entered againſt their Charter, nor any 
uftendry t therebk \ pon Record, actually did re- 
ume theirs, . But the Cale of Maſſachuſetts Was 
different, they having ſtood Tryal, and having 


: had Judgment entered againſt them, The ſame 
| great 


dne. The firſt Draught' was theught too-lnoke, 


061: 


great Lawyths, thoefort, Ward, See, and Thedy, 


ere that Cannelficut might reſume their 
1 e dre 


{it 10 * . F 1 i Þ "4 


- The Ks eee ind, ly 


. eee to reſerve to himſelf the naming 


of a Governor and ſome other Officers ; and di- 
rected the Attorney and Solicitor General to draw 


and was rejected. A ſecond being dra wu ore 
agreeably to the King's Inſtructions, was ſhewn _ 
to the Agents, with a Libetty given them ta offer 
any Objectiouns. But upon Mr. :Mather's-faying - 
that he would ſooner part with his Life chan con- 
ſent to it, they were told, that the Conſent of the 


Agents was not deſired: That the Agents from | 


Neu England were not Plenipotentiaries from a 
Sovereign State: And that, if bey declared they 
would not ſubmit to the King's Pfeafure, his Ma- 
jeſty would ſettle the Country, and oY 88 


F319 07 
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take what would follo r. 


* 144 


„en el. the Agents ul inſiſted. 2 4heir, old 


5 Charter, to, which the Province at that Time.mas | 


Kraogly Attached, tho? with very lictle Reaſon. 
For the State of their Caſe, having been referred 


to Council, oe op en * it was as 
ellowe. 8 h 0 


* . ' = . 
«, _ , 4 
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* 


inn 
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e x bind Refticurion ef he chase s 


_ *-pecially'of the"Meſſachu/etid, would be of no 
*::8ervice at all 7 av appeats both from the Char 
8. ters itſelf and from the Practice of that Colony; 


© > < who have hardly purſued the Terms thereof in 


© 4 uny one Inſtancet As to the:Charter itſelf, That 
$: Colony; if chey would have ann 
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I. 4 A Power to kal u dect Adembiy; for | 
- tae 3 thouſand: Freemen 1 an 8 
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II. A Power to lay Taxes and raiſe Money, 


e eſpecially on Inhabitants ane 1 
5 «Strangers coming to trade there; || 9 


W oy 


AL * They have i Admiralty. 
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* W. „ They have no Power to. 3 a Prero- 
ve Court, w prove Wills, &c. 
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4 cially Chancery Courts, "vg 


The Reader diy Gs; that a Thujartabing 


been "originally given to a Company reſident in 
"all theſe Things e 


ber in rage. eee . og noſes 
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Hs aber ey" Agra, Mr. Mather and Sir 


S e Abu drew vp their Objections againſt 


* 


. 
the Minutes; which were preſented to the Attor- 
_ ney«General, and laid before the Council; and a 
Copy ſent to the King in Flanders: who dilapprov- 
ed of the Objections, and ordered the Charter to 
be drawn up according to the Minutes. It was 
ſtil-urged on the Part of the Province, that they 
thought it would be a ſingularly hard Caſe, that 
the Effects of the late Tyranny ſhould be felt by 
them alone, of all their Majeſty's Subjects: all 
the other Charters having by one Means or other 
been reſtored. But to this it-was anſwered, That 
there was this Difference between the Caſe of the 
Maſſacbuſetis, and moſt of the other Charters. In 


the Powers exerciſed by the Corporations ; but 


general, there was no Room for legal Exception to 


the Maſſachuſetts Charter, not being iatended when 


it was granted for ſuch Government, as is neceſ- 
ſary to be exerciſed in a Colony remote from its 
Mother Country, a Reverſion of the former Judg - 
ment would have been of no Service: And Sir 
Oeturge Treby declared to Mr. Mather, Sir John 

Somers, and the two Lords Chief Juſtices being 
preſent, and-afſenting to it, that * if the Judg- = 
| ment againſt the Chatrer ſhould be reverſed, and 
the Government ſhould exerciſe thoſe Powers, 
«© which, before the Nu MWarranto, they had done, 
«4 a new Writ would iſſue out againſt them in 
* Weftminſtes-ball, and there would be a Judg- 
* ment againſt them, and ſuch an one as there 
would be no Room for « Writ of Error.” By ; 

K the 
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2 n iu s ſaid, they. had Power ts 

iümpfiſon or inflit Puniſhment in criminal Caſes, 
according to the Coutſe of Corporations in E: 
land, but that, 'unleſs capital Caſes be enpreſal ß 


1 mentioned, the Power: would not reach them. 


That no Power was given toerect Judicatories, or 
Courts for Probate of Wills; or with Admiralty 
J]uriſdiction ; nor had they any Power to conſti-- 
tute a Houſe of Deputies or Repreſentatives, por 
to impoſe Taxes on the Inhabitants ; nor to incor - 
porate Towns, Colleges, Schools, Cc. which 
Powers and Privileges. ny ou. — 
uſurped: e 40 , $45 


| ene Head aſk- for. ies Pe Lough to 
| che extreme Defectiveneſs of this ancient 
Charter? Is it to be ſuppoſed that a Charter 
- which fails in ſo many Points, which are abſolute- 
ly neceflary to conſtitute any Government at all; 
ſhould be intended in this ſingle Inſtance to con- 
vey a greater. Privilege, than was ever before 
given to ã Subject: the Right of being exempred 
from the Juriſdiction of Parliament? That a 
Charter, which was ſo very ſhort ſighted, as not 
to provide a proper Power to raiſe Taxes for the 
Support of their own Provincial Government; 
ſhould yet have looked ſo very far forward, as to 
provide that they ſhall not be | taxed by Parlia · 


5 ment, for the general Service of the whole Em- 


re W 
factious 


id 
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; In ſpreading before them 


Be every Attack upon the Brin Legiſlature, May 


I ot fay tos, thar'this is the Charter, which has 
| benumb'd the Powers of the Legiſlature for three | 

\ Seſſions 5 as if they K. * were afraid to 

| on at it. . ME” — 

11 look into „ King Williaw' 5 Charter irſelf, 

we ſhall ſee that there is not a ſingle Expreſſion, 

which can warrant the Syppolirion of any ſuch 

exctuſive Right, | 


The Charter gives this 0 N of i. 
_ Taxes upon themſelves, for the Support. and De- 

fence of the Government there, without which no 
Government could ſubſiſt: And doubtleſs it never 
could have been thought reaſonable, that this 


a Country ſhould charge itſelf with the Expence of 


maintaining their civil Eſtabliſhment. But for 
the Taxes neceſſary for the Support and Well- 
being of the whole Empire, the'Right of raiſing 
theſe, and of aſſigning to each of the ſeveral Parts 
of it their reſpective Proportions, this is a Right | 
which ever was, and eyer mult be inherent in that 
ſupreme Authority, which pervades and ſuperin- 
tends the Whole; nor is there a ſingle Word i in 

the Charter which N eee 
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to levy Taxes; which is the wie a 11 n fe» 
ates co the g= She. . 


; * And we do further, "oo © our Heirs and | 


« Succeliors, give and grant to the ſaid Gover- 
nor, and the Great and General Court or Aſ- 
« ſembly of our ſaid Province or Territory, for 


the Time being, full Power and Authority, 


. from Time to Time, to make, ordain, and 


TR. eftabliſh all Manner of wholſome and reaſon- 


able Orders, Laws, .Statutes, and Ordinances, 
Directions and Inſtructions, either with Penal- 
ties or without (ſo as the ſame be not repug-' 


1 nant or contrary to the Laus of this our Realm 


| _ © of England) as they ſhall judge to be for the 
Good and Welfare af our ſaid Province or Ter- 


—— ritory,. and for the Government and ordering 3 
< thereof, and of the People inhabiting, or who 


« ſhall inhabit. the ſame ; and for the neceſſaty 
Support and Defence of the Government there- 

« of, And we do for us, our Heirs and Sue - 
« ceffors, give and grant, that the ſaid General 
Court or Aſſembly, ſhall have full Power and 
* 8 2 


| The Chats s 1 ä 
** will find it at the End of Neat's ae 


5 here give him the Clauſes, 1 to li the Ge. | | 
neral Court to make Laws, to name Offices, and 


"£61" 
. Authority, wants hide mand let; 
* Officers within the ſaid Province, ſuch Officers 

«" excepted, the Election and Conſtitution of 
% whom we have by theſe Preſents reſerved to us, 
« or Heirs and Succeſſors, or to the Governor 
« of our ſaid Province for the Time being; and 
to ſet forth the ſeveral Duties, Powers, and 
Limits of every ſuch, Officer to be appointed 
« by the ſaid General Court or Aſſembiy ; and 
« the Forms of ſuch Oaths, not repugnant to the 
« Laws and Statutes of this our Realm of Ex- 
« ./ang,. as ſhall be reſpectively adminiſtred unta 
them for the Execution of their ſeveral Offices 
« and Places; and alſo to impoſe Fines, Multts, 
« Impriſonments, and other Puniſhments z and 
« to impoſe and levy proportionable and reaſon- 
« able Aſſeſſments, Rates, and Taxes, upon the 
« Eſtates and Perſons of all and every the Pro- 
«, prietors-and Inhabitants of our ſaid Province 
«or Territory, to be iſſued and diſpoſed of by 
« Warrant under the Hand of the Governor of 
«our ſaid Province for the Time being, with 
the Advice and Conſent of the Council, for our 

« Service in the neceſſary Defence and Support 


«of our. Government of our ſaid Province or 


Territory, and the Protection and Preſervation 
« of the Inhabitants there, according to ſuch Acts 
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Bee the Revolution,” any Man can think; that by 
giving't their! Power to raiſe Money for: the Pur- 
fes of their own provincial Government, King 
Willian intended to reſtrain bis Parliament from 
the Power of taxing them for the public Service : : 
Suck an one muſt allow too, that che preceding 

Paragraph! is equally reſtrictive and that the Par. 


vety ſame Terms, and is expre declared to be 
for the neceſſary Support and De ence of Covern. 


— 
Un br 


: . tir iT» 545 15 f bun rt 51 
1 5 Such on one muſt alſo ſuppoſe, e Bd 8, 
dr and the King's Judges, when they remarked 
: it to the Agents ab a capital Defett in their firſt 
Charter, that it gave to the Province ne Power of 
raiſing Taxes, which yet they ever had and would 
be forced to do, and thereby forfeit their Charter; 
that the Defect, which they really meant, was, 
that they were not exempted from the Taxes of 
Parliament; and that therefore they inſerted this 
Clauſe into the new one; to prevent their forfeit · 
8 their new Charter * e to i. £15 2 
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1 To complete the Abſurdity, ſuch an onimoſt 
EN. 8 ſuppoſe, at the ſame Time that Lord Somers and 
F the Engl Judges were ſo intent upon putting 
3 , OM * . 7 them 
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„Hament is thereby debarred from -making Laws 
10 tem; for that Poker © alſo in granted in the 
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da out of the parliamentary JuriſdiQion ; that 7 
the Agents themſelves were ſo very deſirous of con- 


tinuing under it; that when the Minutes of this 


Charter, veſting in the Colony the whole Power 
of Government, was ſhewn to them ; they were 
all much diffatisfied with it; and that Mr. Mather - 


the Chief of them declared, That he would ſooner | 25 
loſe his Life than conſent to it... . | 


If theſe. Suppoſitions ORE too abſurd 
to admit of the Reader's Belief, he will then 
agree with me, that, when the People of New 


England pretend to any Right of Exemption from 
the Taxes of Parliament, they may, if they pleaſe, 
ſeek for Proofs from other Topics of Argument, 


and derive it if they can from other Sources, but 
will never find it in their Charter. 
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